 

 

Adult Religious Education

 

The mission of Adult Religious Education is to catechize, inform, and deepen the faith lives of the adult community at St. Damian parish.  This adult education and formation are a process of development through a series of classes.  

 

The main classes are content oriented using the following texts:  Catechism of the Catholic Church, The Great Adventure Series (a scripture study of salvation history), and The Compact History of the Catholic Church.  Also offered are a Scripture – Faith Sharing Session on the Lenten Sunday Scripture readings based on the text, Opening the Scriptures (A Guide to the Catechism for use with Sunday Readings)  and a study of the book, True Devotion to Mary, St. Louis De Montfort’s consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary --- a 33 day preparation program.

 

The Adult Religious Education classes are a stepping stone to increase one’s knowledge of the Catholic faith especially where there may be a deficit in one’s catechesis of the Church’s teaching regarding the basic Catholic Christian beliefs, doctrine and dogma in particular where this shapes the informed conscience regarding morality.  Through an understanding of the Church’s liturgy, sacraments and prayer one may then reach a deeper understanding of the Catholic faith.  Through the scripture study and faith-sharing, the scriptures become alive and a driving force defining the character of the Catholic Christian based on Gospel virtues of humility, obedience and charity.  The study of the Catholic Church’s history from the time of Pentecost until the present pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI gives one the solid ground to know that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and always.  Jesus is the main focus for what we do and believe as Catholic Christians throughout all the ages until He returns at the end of time. 

 

Consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary presents a spiritual path to follow Jesus more closely --- for those who seriously want to live out the Gospel message in their daily lives.  All of the Adult Religious Education is dedicated to the Blessed Mother and to all Priests. 

 

To know the faith is to love the faith.  To love the faith is to become a Catholic Christian witness and servant of Our Lord Jesus Christ in our homes, neighborhoods, Catholic Church, work and world.  This is the main goal of Adult Religious Education.   For more information contact Marilyn Westerberg at 708-535-8677. 

